


Why You Should Be Prepared 

The Cayman Islands is threatened by a 
wide range of hazards, including some of 
the obvious ones like hurricanes, 
earthquakes and floods.  
If you believe your home is vulnerable 
then it is imperative that you make 
preparations in advance to evacuate. 

The single most important thing you can 
do to protect your pets is to take them 
with you. If it’s not safe for you to stay in 

the disaster area, then it’s not safe for 
your animals.  

Pets that are left behind in a disaster can 
be injured, lost, or killed. If they are left 
inside your home, they may escape 
through storm-damaged areas, such as 
broken windows. Also, animals turned 
loose to fend for themselves are likely to 
become victims of accidents, starvation, 
contaminated food or water. Leaving dogs 
tied or chained outside in a disaster is a 
death sentence. 

There are steps you can take that will 
make you better prepared to care for your 
pets in a disaster. Here are some 
emergency tips and planning information 
for you to consider: 

Don’t Forget ID 
Your pets should be wearing up-to-date 
identification at all times in case they get 
lost. 
It’s a good idea to include a cell phone 
number because landline service is more 
likely to be disrupted after a disaster. 
 
Find a Safe Place Ahead of Time 
Government shelters do not accept pets, 
so you must plan ahead to ensure that 
your family and pets will have a safe place 
to stay.  Currently the Department of 
Agriculture and the Humane Society do 
not have space to shelter pets and these 
facilities are already stretched to their 
limits. Don’t wait until you are facing the 

imminent threat of disaster to make your 
arrangements.  

 
Check with friends and relatives and ask if 
they would be able to shelter you and 
your pets or just your pets, if necessary. 
Make a list of boarding facilities and 
veterinary offices that might be able to 
shelter animals in emergencies; include 
24-hour telephone numbers. 

If You Don’t Evacuate 
If your family and pets must wait out a 
storm or other disaster at home, identify a 

safe area of your home where you can all 
stay together. 
Keep dogs on leashes and cats in carriers. 
Have any medications and a supply of pet 
food and water inside watertight 
containers, along with your other 
emergency supplies. 

 
As the Disaster Approaches 
Don’t wait until the last minute to get 
ready. Warnings of hurricanes or other 
disasters may be issued hours, or even 
days, in advance. 
Call to confirm emergency shelter 
arrangements for you and your pets.  
Bring pets into the house and confine 
them so you can leave with them quickly 
if necessary. Make sure your disaster 
supplies are ready to go, including your 
pet disaster kit. 

In Case you are Not Home 
Disaster may strike when you’re at work 

or out of the house. 
Make arrangements well in advance for a 
trusted neighbour to take your pets and 
meet you at a specified location.  
Be sure that the person is comfortable 
with your pets, knows where your animals 
are likely to be, knows where your 
disaster supplies are kept, and has a key 
to your home. 

 
 




